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20 years. In a sense it is a very short time when you 

consider 2,000 years of Church history, and yet it is a 

very long time when you consider the four years of 

Jesus’ public ministry. However long or short it has 

been, praise God that, by His grace, Carlton Methodist 

Church has survived in secular Sydney.  

20 years is a very interesting church milestone for a 

number of reasons. Firstly, it marks the eve of the next 

generation. Those who have grown up within the 

church family have matured into adulthood. They are 

stepping up in service and leadership and slowly 

taking responsibility for the church that their parents 

have served faithfully. Secondly, it brings a 

demographic shift to the people it ministers to. Many 

churches fade away because they continue to minister 

to the same people. If churches do not embrace 

demographic change, congregations very literally die 

off as people grow old and go to glory. Thirdly, it 

challenges a church to not dwell on its history, but 

instead focus on its legacy. Our history as a church is 

valuable and should never be forsaken, but it is the 

church’s legacy that Jesus will ultimately judge when 

he returns.  

 So as we celebrate the 20 years of labour that our 

church has achieved under God, we must prepare for 

the next 20 years so that God will continue to be 

glorified through for His church. This means we must 

be prepared to ask questions that are difficult and 

uncomfortable, but ultimately helpful for our church.  

The most important question, of course, is whether 

our church holds tightly the truths of the gospel. Does 

our church preach Jesus Christ, crucified for sin and 

raised as Lord every week? Or do we fall into the trap 

of assuming that everyone in the congregation holds 

fast to this truth? It does not take long for a church to 

lose the gospel, for what is taught in the first 

generation is assumed in the second, forgotten in the 

third, and outright denied in the fourth. I do not want 

to speculate where CMC lies on this spectrum, but 

needless to say we must fight hard to ensure the 

gospel remains central to everything we do as a 

church. This means that as a church we must value 

faithful Bible teaching and witness. It means that as a 

church we need to let the word of Christ dwell in us 

richly as we teach each other, and not just rely on the 

weekly preacher or Bible study leader. It means that 

as a church we need to live and proclaim the gospel 

every day, not just on Sundays, and not just when our 

church friends are around. And it means that we need 

to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 

This naturally leads us to question whether our church 

structures and activities continue to facilitate this 

gospel proclamation. Does our church have strong 

governance to ensure we do not lose the gospel? Do 

our church leaders provide a Christ-like example to 

those they lead? Does our church have capable 

management that allows for scope and flexibility as 

our church grows past 200? Are our services 

welcoming and engaging for non-Christians? Do we as 

a church feel that we do not have enough activities, 

and yet find ourselves too busy to share the gospel 

with our children or friends? 

These questions are difficult to ask, but they strike at 

the heart of our 20-year milestone. These are 

questions that need to be answered and acted upon 

in order for our church to address our next generation, 

our demographic shift, and our legacy. As we look 

back and thank God for 20 years of CMC, we must 

look forward and plead to God in persistent prayer for 

another 20 years of faithful and fruitful ministry that, 

by the power of the Spirit, gathers the lost, grows 

disciples and glorifies Christ.  
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